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CONVERSE

The.treatment of a Ukrainian man who died on
suicide watch in a British prison was "appalling
and at times unacceptable in any modern
society", a coroner has said.
Assistant deputy coroner for Northamptonshire Tom
Osbourne made his comments as a jury found there
were failures and inadequacies that contributed to
the death of Aleksey Baranovsky at HMP Rye Hill,
Warwickshire, in June 2006.
The 33-year-old repeatedly self-harmed during his
time at the prison and was found dead in his cell by
staff in the early hours of June 10 that year.
Baranovsky was transferred to privately-run Rye Hill
in February 2006 after serving the early part of his
seven-year sentence for burglary in other jails, an
inquest in Irthlingborough, Northants, heard.
The jury heard the Ukrainian was due to be
deported upon his release but feared he would be
killed by the Russian mafia, so made a "sort of
protest" by cutting himself.
He was placed under suicide and self-harm (Sash)
watch and moved to the healthcare unit of the
prison but repeatedly refused treatment, the inquest
heard.
Despite being on constant watch, the 33-year-old
was found unconscious in his cell at about midnight
and was pronounced dead less than an hour later.
Returning a narrative verdict today the jury found

the cause of
death to be
a n a e m i a
due to
c h r o n i c
blood loss,
and under-
nutrition.
The verdict
s a i d :
" A l e k s e y
Baranovsky
died in his
cell in the
healthcare
unit of Rye
Hill Prison
after a
prolonged
period of

deliberate self-harm by way of cutting himself and
regularly refusing food.
"This was during the period from April 22, 2006, until
June 10, 2006. During this time Mr Baranovsky
repeatedly refused medical attention."
The jury found several
contributory factors, including
aspects of the healthcare
provided by private
company Primecare.
These included failure
to carry out an
adequate mental
health assessment
and draw up a
detailed care plan.
The coroner
condemned the
treatment of Mr
Baranovsky as "both
appalling and at times
unacceptable in any
modern society". He said: "I
have no hesitation in adopting the
words of Stephen Shaw from
the Prisons and Probation
Ombudsman when he said it
was 'shameful'."

During the inquest, the jury heard there were mixed
views of Mr Baranovsky by prison staff - some saw
his condition as serious but others did not think it
was life-threatening.
The jury also heard on one occasion "quite a lot of
blood" was left in Mr Baranovsky's cell for more than
12 hours before it was properly cleaned.
The 33-year-old's death was one of three
controversial deaths at the prison in a 15-month
period.
In March 2005, Michael Bailey (below) was found
hanging in his cell in the segregation unit, and just
a month later inmate Wayne Reid was stabbed to
death in the jail.
The jail was heavily criticised by inspectors as an
"unsafe and an unstable environment, both for
prisoners and staff".
Jocelyn Cockburn, from the law firm which acted for
Baranovsky's family, called for an apology from Rye
Hill.
She said: "We hope lessons have been learnt from
this long and painful inquest to ensure that the
appalling level of care that Mr Baranovsky received
is not inflicted upon other prisoners at Rye Hill or

any other prison."
Deborah Coles, from the charity

Inquest, added: "Government
ministers must be held

accountable for their
failures to ensure action
was taken on the clear
warnings about Rye
Hill prison and the fact
that prisoners' lives
were at risk.
"They need to inform
the public about how
those responsible for

this death have been
held to account.

"The three deaths that have
occurred in this prison raise

serious questions about the
appropriateness of the privatisation of

prisons and prison health
care.Prison Reform Trust
director Juliet Lyon said
inquests into all three deaths

at the prison highlighted "serious shortcomings" in
how it carried out its responsibilities to vulnerable
prisoners.
She said: "In future such exceptional and terrible
cases will fall within the ambit of the Corporate
Manslaughter Act.
"The story of Aleksey Baranovsky's final months is
shocking and disturbing. No one should be so
neglected or have to die such a lonely, lingering
death."
But Jerry Petherick, managing director of offender
management at GSL, said there had been huge
changes at Rye Hill.
He said: "It's now over three years ago that this
incident happened and it has been acknowledged
today that there have been significant gains made in
the provision of healthcare at Rye Hill."
He said the jail was flourishing under a "hugely
professional and vibrant" management team.
"It's almost unrecognisable to the establishment of
some time ago," he added.
Mark Leech editor of ConVerse said: “It’s
completely irrelevant that this terrible death took
place three years ago, GSL were just as much in
charge of the jail then as they are now - it should
not have taken these shocking deaths to teach a
private prison company how to run a jail.
“Primecare, or perhaps ‘Crimecare’ would be a
better name, were rightly criticised by the jury for
their failures to deliver professional help and
support to this clearly vulnerable man.”
Primecare, which no longer provides healthcare at
Rye Hill said it commissioned an independent
report into healthcare provided to Mr Baranovsky,
which concluded there were no failings on the part
of healthcare workers.
Clinical director Dr Declan O'Donnell said: "Sadly,
Mr Baranovsky self-harmed and refused medical
treatment over 30 times during his six weeks at HMP
Rye Hill.
"We believed the healthcare team provided
appropriate care amidst Mr Baranovsky's refusal to
accept help.
"We are disappointed in this verdict however we will
look again carefully at our services to ensure we
provide safe, high quality health care in secure
environments."
Read Rye Hill’s Chequered History on Page 13
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Michael Bailey who was found
hanging at HMP Rye Hill in 

March 2005
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